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This handbook has been written for the owner and driver
of the Lotus Elise, unmumummhmm
then stored in the vehicls for ready reference. The

Includes salety and
for operating the driving controls, owner maintenance
‘technical and an

of the warranty. nhnalnmdniuprwltllmem
mmmrqdndlwrmhq,mmmq—l

©Owners are urged 1o contact their Lotus dum tis
requirement of the warranty, and the responsibilily of the
Owner/driver, to ensure that servicing of the vehicie is cartied
©Out at the correct intervals,

Lotus has a policy of continucus produet

any tachnical developments which may improve the
Specification, or salaty of your own vehicle.

from the text and Rlustrations contained within this handbook,
and if any query shoula anse, the Lotus importer for that
territory should be

Tex1 in this nandbook prefaced by WARNING' in bold type,
refers o & potential danger to personal health. Death of injury
©ouid rasult from a failure 1o follow these instructions.




“The Vehicle Identification Number (V.ILN.) is stamped on
the chassis in the right hand rear wheslarch area, and is also
printed on a label stuck to the body in the front services
icompartment.

The engine number is marked on a vertical paich at the
left hand end of the forward face of the cylinder block, and is
most easily viewed using a mirror.

ul-m-mmmmn-v.anmd-mmmuu
are quoted in any
‘of when ordering spare parts.

The Elise has been designed 1o comply with all applicable
safety regulations and incorporates passive safety features,
which include side impact protection in the form of substantial
chassis side frames, a rall over protection bar, reinforcing
beams in the doors allied to burst resistant door latches and
a collapsible steenng column. Active safety features include
powerlul lour wheel disc brakes, high geared responsive
siesring requiring only small steering wheel movements to
alter course, exceptional road holding with optimised handling
characteristics, and rapid acceleration to provide for swift and
sale overtaking.

Drivers should be aware of their own limitations as well
as those of the vehicle, and at all times drive well within their
capabilities, particularly on wet roads, or under adverse




weather conditions. Never drive whilst under the influence of
alcohol or drugs, or allow the car 1o be driven unsupervised by
inexperienced drivers.

Precautions
Ownars should note that the

the exhaust gases, and comply with emission control
regulations. It is essential that ONLY UNLEADED FUEL is
used (see ‘Fuel Requirement’). The use of as little as one
tankful of leaded fuel will cause irreversible contamination of
the precious metal catalysts and the exhaust gas sensor used
hy computer controlied ‘engine m:mgm-i system.

and that the vehicle is kept in proper operating

Fnhmmmnmymmlmiyinlh-dm
emission control, bul may cause damage to the
convertar. If an engine malfunction should occur,
involving engine mistire or other clotleu.blll
operate the vehicle

whers combustible material, such as

could come into contact with the hot

certain wind and weather condifions a grass fire could be
initiated.

DDNQT!mwm any electrical components with the
ry connacted.
wmchﬁwqumymmnw‘m
the engine
DO NOT use the car if a fuel leak is suspected, as may be
indicated by a pmllnl_amullﬂl fuel. Have the fault

diagnosed and rectified without delay.
DO NOT touch or approach, any part of a hot exhaust




system.

DoNOTuhuwurvbhq o repairs 1o be carried out by
unskilled persons. Lotus dealers have trained staft wha
are best qumm to maintain your car 10 the correst
specification.

Belore driving the car:
Check all windows, mirrors.and lights are clear and
unobstructed;

Check that the doors, engine cover and front bonnet are
latched;

corractly
Adjust the seat and mirrors, and lamiliarise yoursell with
the controls,

Check all instruments and tell tales are reading correctly.
Fasten the seal belt.

Care of the Environment
Be aware of the affact of motor vehicle exhaust emissions
on the environment and adopt driving practices which
‘minimise unnecessary pol ion. Nalmus ‘emissions, which
ic converter,

are

10 the health of Mmml. animals and plant life, and the

production of carbon dioxide, a "gresnhouse’ gas which is not

mamchy the catalytic converter, is considered to contribute
Also, the reserves of fossil fuels are finite

md should nol be wasted.

When traffic conditions are such as to dictate the pace of
travel, significant savings in fual use, exhaust emissions, wear
and tear, and noise nuisance can be achieved whilst

driving comiort by:

traffic flow to and

braking.
Using the highest suitable gear.
Switching off rather than idiing for long periods.

in general:
Drive off as soon as possible atter starting; it is not
necessary ofr beneficial lo the engine lo allow extended
idling from cold.
Have the car serviced regularly as a poorly maintained car
will use more fuel; have any engine faulls attended to
immediately.




Maintain the tyres al fhe correct pressures. Undar inflation
causes increased rolling resistance and uses more fusl.
Whenever possible, avoid driving during busy periods, or

on overcrowded routes.
mwcmmmnmmnm
mm:mmmm.:am

need to use the car for very shor
mmb--mddf-rudmm-dw
consideration to cyclists, pedestrians, horse riders

animals. Courtesy and tolerance are the foundations F

safe and enjoyable motoring.
% ¢
y

KEYS & VEHICLE SECURITY ALARM

Keys ;
A single mechanical key operates both the
lockfignition switch, mam
. Duplicatas of

so that a spare s always available.




Two battery powered electronic fransmitter keys are also
provided for the vehicle alarm system. One of these keys
nhwnhnbumuh!muummme‘wm and the

to ensure
mmnmy of operation.

Vehicle Security Alarm (Standard Fitment)

‘When armed, the vehicie alafm system enhances theft
protection of the car by pulse sounding the hom i either door
is opened, or the ignition circult is energised. Additional
|protection is provided by an ‘immobilisation’ feature which
disables the engine cranking and ignition circuits when the
alarm is armed, whilst ‘passive immobilisation’ ensures that
this feature functions aulomatically under certain conditions
(see below).

Passiva immobilisation: Engine cranking and running are
disabled automatically 30 seconds after the following
saquence ol events:

- The ignition ts switched from on to off;

- The driver's door is opened.

A waming that immobilisation is in effect, is provided by
the ‘Alarm’ tell tale in the instrument pack flashing on once
per second (continuously lit if a door is open).

In order to mobilise the engine, press once tha smooth
button on the transmitter key; the tell tale will extinguish and
the engine may be started. If the key is already tumed to the
ignition position (II'), either of the two buttons on the transmitter
key may be pressed to mobilise.

Note that for onfy the German market, if the ignition is not
switched on within 4 minutes 15 seconds of the alarm being
disarmed, immobilisation will be automatically actvated

To Arm the Alarm: Remove the ignition key, close (and lock)
both daors, and press once the transmitter key button
with the padiock symbol. This command will be

aci 3

= The hazard lamps flashing three limes;

- The ‘Alarm’ tell tale in the instrument pack flashing rapidly
for 10 seconds (the arming period), then flashing once
per second.




To Disarm the Alarm: Press once the transmitter key smooth
button. This command will be acknowledged by a single flash
of the hazard lamps, and the alarm tell tale going out. The
same disarming command applies if the alarm has bun
triggered, and the hom is sounding.

Note that some variations 10 the alarm operation may apply
in certain terrilories, according to local regulations.

Battery Each of the
keys is powered by a Panasonic CR2032 3V battery. With

to replace both batteries at & monthly intervals:
1. Spunummmmm nnnnlﬁmrndlumh

case jointline.

2 smmn-hnnnrymn of its keoper, and inser! the new, taking
‘care to match the polarity marking.

3. Snap the case halves together.

= using sensing switches on both
front bonnet and engine lid.

- cockpit u5ing 3 hyp hncy
radar sensor.

- Automatic (passive) engine immobilisation to prevent the
engine from being started.

- Self powered siren to maintain it
supply is
‘Dynamic coding’ of the transmitter keys;  Each time the
transmitters are the operating frequency is randomly
changed to guard against the possibility of code copying.

Transmitter

key is
transmitter key failure (e.g. flat battery), and should be kept




separale (i.e. not on the same keyring), but readily available.
Note thal misunderstood use of the touch key can result in the
transmitier key codes being wiped (see later).

Arming the Alarm

Remove the ignition key, close and lock both doors, and
check that the engine lid and front bonnet are shut. The roof
may be either raised or stowed. Press once, the larger of the
two buttons on the transmitter key. This command will be ac-
knowledged by:
« Two flashes of the hazard
- mumnmmmmmmm

Check that these indications occur. i not, press the bution
a second lime, as the first press may have switched off the
passive immobilisation (see later).

Note that if the system is armed when a door, engine lid or
front bonnet is not fully closed, a buzzer will sound continu-
ously until the opening is secured. If still open after 40 sec-
onds, the siren will sound.

After arming the system, a period of at least 40 seconds
must elapse before all functions and sensors become fully
active. After this time, the alarm wil be iggered by any of the

engine lid or front bonnet;
Energising the ignition circuit (hot wiring’).




When triggered, the electronic siren will sound and the

To silence the siren when the alamm has baen triggered,
press once the larger of the two buttons on the transmitier key.
The siren will reset and the system will remain armed,

Disarming the Alarm
To disarm the alarm prior to entering the vehicle, press.
once the larger of the two buttons on the transmitter key. This
mnma-n
mmuwmmm
Extinguishing of the alarm tell tale on the centre console. (if
the tell tale is flashing intermittently, the alarm has been
triggered during the armed period - see Trouble Shooting’)

Passive Immobilisation
In order to provide a measure of automatic vehicle security,

and if initiated by the door being opened and closed: two
flashes of the hazard waming lamps.

Note that these indications are the same as those for the
arming of the alarm, but in this instance it is only engine immo-
bilisation which is activated.

To start the car after immobilisation has been activated, it is
necessary to switch OFF the ignition and press once the large
guished




Intrusion
sensor.
——
Intrusion Sensing
A detector, mounted at the rear of the
canlre unnel, is able 1o detect mowement within

following

- mmmnmmwwmwmw
bution on the transmitter.

- Within 40 seconds, press once the smaller bution on the
transmitter. This action will be acknowledged by a single
buzz of the buzzer.

Note:

# Intrusion sensing will automatically be reinstated the next
time the alarm is armed.

# Do not inhibit operation of the radar detector by placing
bags or large objects against the sensor.

hazard flashes occur and not one (sse below).




On retum to the car, whather or not the alarm is ammed,
again pross once the transmitter large button. This will sither
‘disarm the alamm, of, # the alamm was NOA aTmed, The passive
immobilisation will be switched off. In both cases, this will be
acknowledged by one hazard lamps flash and the alarm tell
tale going out.

A

Disarming
In the event of lost or falled ransmitter keys, an
touch key may be used to mobilise the engine: &
Enter the vehicle (causing the alarm to be triggered if it is
mpmmumwmh

ter key codes will be wiped, and must be repfogrammed (see
below).

Passive immabilisation will stil function ater the appropri-
n-d-u.y[a-tw-) requiring ancther insertion of the touch
key, with ignition OFF, 10 overcome,

New Tranamitier Programming

If a transmitter key is lost or damaged, a new key may ba
purchased through your Lotus dealer, and then programmed
1o the alamm system in your own car using the following proce-
dure;




1. With the alarm system disarmed and mobilised, switch on
the ignition. Note that i the transmitter key codes have
been wiped, the alarm must be disarmed using the touch
key (see above).

Insert a touch key into the receptacis on the steering col-
umn shroud. The alarm tell tale will light

Press, simultaneously, both butlons on the.new transmit-
ter key for about ten seconds, uniil the 18l tale in the key
stops flashing and goes out. When the buttons are re-

P

It
£
]
;
|
{
g
kil

to a maximum of four. When all keys have been pro-
grammed, switch off the ignition (alarm tell tale will go out).
Nﬂmlﬁpmmpmmﬂm
transmifter codes, so that all keys 1o be used must be repro-
grammed at the same time.

‘Checking the Alarm System
To ensure th" | optimum vehicle protection is maintained,
the alarm system function should be checked periodically:

1. Arm the alarm and wait for 40 seconds;

2. Open either door; The siren should sound and the hazard
lamps flash for 30 seconds. To tum off the siren before the
30 seconds have elapsed, press the large button on the

E
:
:
i
!
i

’ and the front bonnet (Manually operale the sensor switches
o test the engine lid and front bonnet).
If the engine lid or front bonnet are left open, the alarm will

-

L

Yuwmmmmmmhemlmumh
the 30 sec. aming check body move-
ment within the cockpit triggers the alarm, as indicated by
the sounding of the buzzer. Disarm the alarm before the 30
seconds elapses, or the siren will be activated.

If the alarm system does not operate as described, refer 1o
to your Lotus dealer, or 1o the Trouble Shooting' guide below.




ble, the following notes may be of some assistance:
Symptom: mmmm:mwm-ﬁui
the alarm, and now the engine won't start.




Symptom: Bath transmitters fail to operats with good
ransmittar

Technical Helpline is available on 01923 479206.

Disconnecting the Vehicle Battery

If the battery is to be disconnected, refer to the ‘Battery’
section in the handbook, which includes the following precau-
Pty

Immediately before disconnection, mabilise the engine
using the transmitier or louch key with ignition off, and dis-
«connect the battery within one minute. If disconnected after
this time, or when immobilisation is in effect, the siren will
sound for 30 seconds.




Doors.
To unlack either door from outside, insert the key into the

m-meanmmmmbh“lﬁm

WARNING: Keep fingers weil clear when closing a door.

Shut the door from oulside by using firm) pressure
towards the rear of the oor, and lock by tuming the key
counterclockwise 1o the vertical position.

See ‘Instruments and Switches' for operation of the
stearing swilch.




Seals
On dalivery of the car, first remove the protective plastic
—-anmammdnmmm.mmu

salel

. To adjust the fore/aft position of the driver’s seat, raise the
lift bar beneath the front of the seat, and slide to the position
required. Ensure that the catch is fully nnpag-d after
adjustment by attempting 10 slide the seal with the lift bar
lever released.

WARNING: Do not attempt to adjust the seat position whilst
driving.

Lumbar Support: On seats fitted with adjustable lumbar
support. an inflator ‘bulb’ {A) and air release button (B) are
umbar

at the base of the inflator bulb until the desired support is
achieved.




CORRECT
SEAT BELT
POSITIONING

Seat Belts

freedom of movement under normal driving conditions. The
belt reel will lock automatically whenever the

subjected to braking, acceleration, or comnering forces,
impact in a collision. Reel locking will also occur on
hills o stopes, of i the vehicls is tited.

o check for correct lal to!
‘snugly against the body withall the by the reel.
“The beh shouid be worm jow BCross the petvis, and




WARNING: - On fastening the seaf belt, ensure that nopart
of the belt is twisted, or is entangled in the door or seat:
mechanism.

Seal belts are designed 1o bear #PON the bane structune
ofmnmmu-nnuldb-m;u--muu-hnunm
pelvis, and
mllﬂnoimbolllcmalhclmn‘ nmlln
avoided. Pregnant women should consult
determine whether they should drive, udhuln polillnﬂ
the seat beit.

- The shoulder portion of the belt must never be worn

beneath the arm, or behind the back.

- Each seat ball assembly.is designed for use by one

occupantof adult build, and should not be used by children

under six years old except in conjunction with a suitable

child seat of harness.

- Neveruse one bell around two people, or allow a child to

be carried on a driver's or passe lap.

- Ne modifieations or additions should be made by the user
‘which will prevent the seat belt mechanism from operating

to remove slack. Do not attempt to adjust the sest belt

tension by altering the mechanism.

- The belt should b replaced if webbing becomes frayed,

contaminated, or damaged. Inspec! regularly.

- It is essential to replace the entire seat beit assembly

after it has been worn in a severe impact, even if damage fo

the assembly is fat obvious.

Care should be laken o avoid contamination of the
webbing with polishes, oils or chemicals and particularty
battery acid. Cleaning may be safely carried out using a mild
soap and waler solution, since Terylene does not absorb water
1o any appreciable extent and will therefore dry quite quickly.
Ensure the belt is fully dry before using.

Door Mirrors
Rear view mirrors are fitted on both driver's and
passenger’s doors, and may be adjusted manually by direct
manipulation of the mirror housing. A spring pivot mechanism
aliows the complete mirfor 1o swing innnnt or backwards
on accidental contact 1o reduce possible




Doaor Windows

The door windows may be raised or lowered by the winder
‘handie near the front of the door. In very cold weather, it may
be necessary lo use a de-icer spray along the glass seals to
avoid straining the winder mechanism.

Interior Rear View Mirror

The mirror can be dimmed to reduce headlamp glare
following vehicles by tuming the lever on the
mirror towards the left. Tum lowards the right for

Interior Lamp
mmww-mmmmhhmﬂnm
with a three position switch:
Switch forwards; lamp is switchad on m without

ignition.

Swilch central; lamp.is switched of!.
Swilch a driver whera
MWilmmedmmnevelmerodmrll
opened, and goes out when fhe door is closed.




INSTRUMENTS & SWITCHES

Ignition/Starter Switch/Steering Lock
The switch/lock is localed on the right hand side of the
column.
» Insert the key into the slot, and tum clockwise to position

' 1o uniack the steering column. If the key is reluctant to
tum, wriggle the stéering whesl to ease the ioad on the
steering lock.

Tum 10 position ‘Il 1o switch on the ignition and operate
auxiliary equipment.

= Tum further clockwise to ‘lll" against spring pressure to

operale the starter motor. As saon as the engine starts,
allow the key to I, For the ing
procedure, see the later chapter ‘Starting Procedure &
Running In'. To stop tha angine, tum the key back o "

Passive 3 ition has been switched
off for langer than 30 seconds, it is possible that the
passiva immobilisation security fsature may operate

button as directed in the "Vehicls Secunty Alarm’ section,

-Tnmmlq.mhﬂkummiminh!'w

withdraw. The steering column lock will be activated when
hhymmnmmmmmﬂmuﬂg
is tumed and the mechanism is aligned.




DO NOT leave the ignition switched on for long periods:
without the engine running, since although the ignition system
itself draws no current when the engine is stopped, a batiery
drain will occur through other circuits even when auxiliary
equipment is not being used

Always remave the key when leaving the car in order o
lock the steering column and fo guard against a fiat battery.

WARNING: - Do not push or tow the car unless the key is
first used to unlock the column and is then left in the lock.
= Never withdraw the key until the vehicle is stationary.

- Do not leave the ignition key in position when leaving a
safety

parked car, 1, and
of any children remaining in the vehicle.

TELL TALE LAMPS

Bulb Check

In order to check that the waming systems are operative,
all the teil tale lamps (except the ‘Alarm’ lell tale; see Vehicle
Security Alarm) should light for about six seconds when the
ignition is tumed on. If any lamp should fail 1o light, it is p
that the bulb or waming circuit may be faulty; see your
without delay.

Tumn Tell Tale 5

When the left hand or right hand turn
operating, this green tell tale flashes in -M“
relay may also be heard 1o operate. If thetel | light,
o flashes at an unusual o irreguiar rate, check the operation
Mhm:mhrummw

Parking Brake Tell Tale
This tell tale will giow red with the ignition switched on

Mmummh-mg-m




sraxsaen Taie ()
If the red brakes tell tale should light any time after the
pefibd, s1op the car immediately, as the lavel of brake

separate front or rear brake circuits. There is a danger that
air may enter the hydraulic system and cause spongey
operation and extended pedal travel. The split brake circuit
should ensure that emergency braking will remain, but the
car should not be driven until the fault has been rectified.

Oil Pressure Tell Tale =7

This red tell tale wams of low engine oil pressure. The
lamp will be lit whenever the ignition is on and the engine is
stopped, but should extinguish as soon as tha engine is
startad, If the lamp fails to go out after engine start up, or
comes on when the engine is running, stop the engine
immediately and do not restart until the causé has been
investigated and rectified. Continuing 1o run the engine with
little or no oil pressure could cause major internal damage,
possibly resulting in seizure.

‘Seat Belt Tell Tale ‘g

The red seat belt tell tale is reminder, and
Mnmlnmmmmununnmfm ‘Both
driver and passenger should always wear the seat belts, no
matter how short the journey.




mTellTale 20
p glows blue whenever the headlamp mai
beanis are operating

Alarm Tell Tale  ALARM

The red veNicle security alarm tell tale indicates the status!
of the alarm/immobilisation system. For full details see)
‘Vehicle Security Alarm’

Batwry Charging Teli Tale (1)

This red tefl tale will light whenever the ignition is on and
the engine is stopped. If it lights any time that the engine is’
running. the battery is not being charged, which may be due 1o
@ broken aliernator drive beit, or an electrical fault. Urgent
ention is required, bul as the engine coolant pump is
independently driven, the car need not be stranded, subject to
battery condition and local circumstances.

i
Catalyst Overheat Tell Tale (Japan only) é

This bell tale wil glow amiber ff an engine fault occurs which
results in the temperature of the catalytic converter rising to a
mdumwwudmm the converter andlor engine.

minutes before proceeding with caution
investigated by your dealer.

INSTRUMENTS

Speedometer
m-mammnmm*upﬂma
secondary scale in km/h). mmw

Tachometer
The tachometer indicates engine speed in revolutions per
minste. A satequird in e ghgine managament system limits

Dllng.ruﬂu engine continuously at its
or aliow overspeeding to occur on the overrun by
mdﬁmmmmmmaun, as this imposes




vazw hﬁl an lnglm components, leading 10 premature

S A‘!quu crystal display (LCD) panel is provided below the
ingtruments in order to display fuel level, coolant temperature,
total mileage and trip functions. The panel is blank until the
ignition is switched on.

Fuel Contents Display

The top right hand comer of the LCD panel displays the
approximate quantity of fuel available in lires. The fuel tank
capacity is 36 litres, and the display reads as follows:

0-10iitres:  Display flashes ‘Refill
11-3aires:  Displays actual fuel quaniity.
35 - full Display reads ‘Full’

In order to ensure the vehicle is not stranded, and 1o protect
‘against the potentially damaging effects of fuel starvation, it is
strongly recommended to refuel at the first opportunity after
‘Refill is displayed.

Coolant Temperature Display

The engine coolant temperature will be displayed at the
bottom right hand corner of the panel as soon as the
temperature reaches 40°C. The running temperature will




and during periods of idling or in heavy traffic, the temperature,

over 110°C in order to prompt closer monitoring of high)
temperatures. but as the pressurised cooling system has a
boiling point of over 120°C, only if the temperature
this level need there be any cause for concem. If this should|
occur, allow the engine to idle for a few minutes whilst!
monitoring the temperature, and if it continues 10 rise, swilch!
off and seek qualified assistance.

After a heavy snowfall, ensure that the radiator cooling
outlet grilles in the front bonnel are cleared of snow before!
driving the car. or overheating may occur.

Odometer

An odometer (total distance recorder) reading is displayed
at the bottom left hand corner of tha panel, and is calibrated in
the same units (miles or kilomelres) as is the speedometer.

Trip Recorder
A trip recorder s provided at the top left hand comer of the
panel, calibrated in the same units as the speedometer. |

steering wheel. This dual function button al
panel illumination - see ‘Instrument & Switch

FASCIA SWITCHES

Sidelamp Switch 3

A green tell tale window within the switch button is back lit

when the ignition is swilched, on'fo help locate the switch.

Pruﬂngthewnmwl! WMonmeMmmdpm
The switch

and brighten
operates, vmh& without ignition. Press a second time to
swilch off,

A green lell tale window within the switch button is back fit




FASCIA SWITCHES. —~r

illuminated when the ignition is switched on to help locate the
switch,. Pressing the switch, which operates with o without

nition, will switch on the headlamps in addition to the
i glamps and panel illumi on, irrespective of the
sidelamps switch position. The switch button tell tale
brightens when the swilch s pressed. Press a second time
1o switch off.

Rear Fog Lamp Switch

An amber tell tale in the switch bution is back lit when the
sidelamps are switched on in order o help locale the switch.
A single fog guard lamp is fitted on the offside rear of the car,
and is operative only in conjunction with the headlamps. When
the switch is pressed, the integral tell tale brightens only if the
headlamp switch is also pressed. and the fog circuit is
operating. Press the switch a second time to switch off.

In some territaries, rear fog lamps may be used legally
only in conditions of ‘seriously reduced visibility'’. Be aware
that indiscriminate or forgetful use of the rear fog lamp can
cause distraction and discomfort to following traffic.

On some cars, as a legal requirement, the rear fog lamp
circuit is designed 1o switch off automatically whenever either
the headlamps or the ignition is next tumed off, regardiess of
the rear fog switch position. In order to reactivate the rear
fogs. the switch must first be pressed ‘off before pressing
‘on’ once again. The switch tell tale lights up only when the
fog lamp circuit is operating




INSTRUMENT ILLUMINATION BUTTON —

Hazard Warning Switch
Armmmmmmmmmhmhmmu

This facility should be used when the vehicle has to be
stopped on the highway in abnormal circumstances, a
warning 1o other traffic would be prudent. Use of the
warning lamps may be subject to local traffic laws, with
drivers should familiarise themselves.

Instrument lllumination ’- %
Ammmuwmmmmum
mmhnﬂmn’mmmm the

of the tion may be adjusted.
Ta cycle through the four levels of brightness, press and hold
the button, and release at the desired sefting.
This dual function bution also resets the irip distance
recorder - sée “Trip Recorder’.




Cigarette Lighter

A cigarefte lighter is fitted in the trim shtoud ahead of the
gear lever, &nd is operative at all times. To use the lighter,
mﬁmummcﬂlhmhmﬂmmhﬂﬁq
cirewit. When the element has been sulliciently haated, which
takes only a faw moments, the button will spring back out.
The lighter may then be withdrawn for use.

Care should be taken when handling the hot lighter to
avaid contact other than with its target.

An illumination ring around the lighter is backiit red when
the lights are switched on.

Dy car
since careless use of the cigarette lighter could be
dangerous.




COLUMN SWITCHES & HORN

Thnmmmmmum-mmm
flash and turn

main o dip beam. Main beam is obtained with
furthest forward, away from the steering wheel, and dip
wumheluernmsdbukwdumw

tell tale lamp in the instrument panel lights when

is operating.

Note that on the optinal driv
mounted in the I‘ldil‘al m intake, the bqqnd mounted
headlamp main beams are supplemented by the two driving
lamp beams.

mmmm headiamp flasher is operative at all
times. nunrhnummmmmm
spring pragsure, the headlamp main beams will light.
Tum:indicators: The tum indicators aperate only with the
on. Move the lever down to indicate a left
‘hand tum, and up for a right hand tum. The switch will be



Mwmmm-wmmmwum

‘ahead position.

For gof . when signalling a lane change, pressing
mqnhbwummw.wmhwmm
spring action upon release.

‘Windscreen WiperWasher

The $iBering cokimn fight Hand jever Swich contioks the
windscreen wiper and washer, and is operative only with the
ignition switched on. Never use the wiper on a dry scroen.

Windscrpen Wiper: The wipa! is controlied by the Upidown
mmmhmmh.mmmnabm

@  Moved fully down, the wiper is switched off.

=w  Move up o the first posfiion for imermilient wips. The
wiper will make one sweep about every five seconds.

=  Select the next position for normal wiper operation.

= Move lully upwards for quick wipe, 1o be used only in
heavy Tain.

Windscreen Washer: Two windscreen washer jets are
pmmmlold\dﬁdﬂﬂwblllphﬂ. Pulling the
coniroh fover fowards the steering wheeh wil operate boh the
washer pump and the wiper. When Ihe switch is released,
the wiper will continue for a further four sweeps.




Hom
The windtane hom, which functions at all times, is operated
by a central bution in the stearing wheel,

AUDIO EQUIPMENT (if fitted)

The audio equipment is operative only with ignition. Full
operating instructions for the particular set fitted are provided
in a separate booklet.

A maintenance lree, transformer type, flexible aerial is
mounted on the engine cover. The antenna mast may by
unscrewed by hand from its base if necessary to guard against
vandalism.

Code Protected Sels

Some audio equipment uses a four digit security code
(Computer Anti-Theft System - CATS) as a theft deterrent, such
that if the power supply to the set is interrupted, the unit cannct
be used again until the 4-digit code Is entered. The code may
be customer chosen or tactory allocated, but in either case,
the number should be recorded on the radio ID card and kept
safely off board with the vehicle documents. If for any

battery

manufacturer’s separale booklet for further details of
system.

INTERIOR CLIMATE CONTROLS

A central recess in the fascia houses the interior climats
controls which consist of a pair of *wmll for air
mmmwmmmm.dﬁrymlw
the interior fan.

Air Distribution: Move the upper slider control fully to the right
for full defrosi. Al air will be directed to the four outiet vents in

Huvhgmlulduhm. Mt progressively directs an
increasing proportion of the airflow to the footwsll vents, until




Distribution slider control Fan speed switch

=€

Temperature siider cantral

CLIMATE CONTROLS: -

al the:full teh position, aidlow to the scuttle outlels is closed
off.

The scuille oullel venis may be rolated and directed
towdrds the passengers if required.

Control: Move the lowar slider fully to the right
for maximum heal, and progressively to the left for cooler
temperatures. At tha extreme left position, ambient air is
supplied.

Fan Speed: The rotary swilch lo the right of the siider control
provides three fan speeds to boost air circulation. Tumed
lmymlnrmhmu !mllnlnalfllrllllwlsduwby
speed. Turning
hlmmwﬂy upn-'nlhlew|mm
increasing speed to boost circulation.

Full Defrost: For maximum defrost periormance, move
mmnhm;mmmmmwm
and open and direct the scuttie vents onlo the screen.

Shut-Off: Ta close off the which may be
desirable in traffic to avoid drawing fumes into the car, turn off
the fan switch, move the upper slider fully to tha right (screen)
and manually shut off the four scuttle vents.




Emma-;v-nulnuon
The engine bay is ventilated via air intake ducts in the body
sides, and outlet grilles in the engine lid.

DRIVING CONTROLS

Foot Pedals

The clutch pedal, brake pedal and accelerator pedal are
arranged in the orthodax positions, and are grouped closaly
logether for ready access and refined driving technique.
Drivers should avoid wearing heavy boats, high hesis or other
unsuitable footwear

Clllth Pedal

foot resting on the h
peda] should be avoided, as rapid wear of the clulch
components can resull. A left fool rest is provided for comfort
and convenience.

To avoid unnecessary cluich wear, avoid ‘holding’ the car
on a siope for more than a few moments by slipping the clutch;
apply the parking brake wntil ready to drive off.

Accelerator Pedal &
nnmlmmmhmmdmm:wn H

loose mals in the driver's footwell; these ca ul the

sccelerator pedal and cause a sticking

approved Lotus accessories sold and wwaﬁx

Footbrake -

mmw:mmwnwmdu
Elise, are operated by separate front and circuits,
supplied from a tandem master cylinder h:nd!nn-lrun
sefvices compartment.

‘effort will reduce as the brakes are bedded in, and as they are




warmed from cold 1o normal working temperature. Notsithat
the hard grade pad malerial, especially on models wilh ‘Gross*
drilled' discs. may Qive risa 1o @ cerain amount of beake aniss
under some condilions; such noise is not harmfyl and does
not affect the life or efficiency of the brakess X

After negotiating a stream crossing, (or when driving on
fooded toads, some loss of braking seSponse may be
experienced until the brakes have dried oul. As s0on as it is
safe fo do so after such an encounter, apply the brakes until
normal operation is restorsd. 3 4

Parking Brake :

The parking brake, which/operates on only the rear wheels
is applied by parking brake lever mounted between the
seats, The braké Should be applied by pulling the lever
upwards firmly and fully to engage the maximum number of
ratchigt ‘clicks'. The fascia tell tale lamp wamns of parking
“brake application {see Tell Tale Lamps).

. Whanparking the car on a slope, the additional precaution
should be taken, as recommended by the U K. Department of
Transport Driver's Manual and other driver's guidelines, of
\eaving the transmission in first or reverse gear and steering
fhe wheels towards the kerb. If the parking brake is applied
when the brakes are hot (e.g. after prolonged of vigorous
braking), special care should be taken 1o ensure that the
parking brake is securely engaged in order to allow for any
potential affect on brake performance due to temperature
change.
Ta release the brake, pull up the leves, press and hold the.
release button in the end of the handgrip, and lower the lever
fully. Before driving off, always check that the parking brake
has been fully released, as confirmed by the tell tale lamp
guing out, or damage to the brake system may be caused

Note that the parking brake uses a cable mechanism to
apply the rear brake calipers, and is totally independent of the
footbrake hydraulic circuit

Gear Lever
The gear lever is spring biased towards the 3rd/th gear

. and must be moved 3gainst light spring pressure \o

the left before selecting first or second gear, or against similar
pressure 10 the right before selecting 5th speed.




GEAR
CHANGE 2
PATTERN 4 e

Engaging Reverse Gear: Nohtm-smhnmm
reverse gear
|r\-mrnnmmmedmmmmmmmmm
With at pauss for
wilh the cluich pedal fully depressed before moving the lever
into reverse. The reversing light is switched on automatically
Mwmlruannlnm.o_ 2
When changing gear, t is essenfial fhal the ransmission’
is nol abused by "power shifting’; the clutch pedal must be'
fully depressed during each gear shift, and the throttie pedal
eased during upshifis. Gearshifting without comrect dperation |
ur&nmmmm-mmunmmmw
to the transmission and engine.

ST, JRER

CARBON of the da
carbon monoxide! Never run honglmlnmoﬂm
space. The exhaust gases contain carbon monoxide, a

deadly gas which l- particularly dangerous, as being
colourless odouriess and tasteless, its presence is very
difficult to detect.

Before starting the engine, aways check that the parking
‘brake is firmly applied, the transmission is in neutral, and as
an extra precaution, depress the clutch pedal. Switch off any
unnecessary electical loads.




Starting a Cold or Warm Engine
The fuel injection and engine management system
controls fuel delivery and engine settings under all normal
operaling conditions. When starting the engine, do NOT
the accelerator:
i} If necessary, mobilise the enging by pressing the
appropriate lransmitter key button (see Vehicle Security

Alarm’).

i) Turn the ignition key to position ‘Il to engage the starter
motor, and release as soon as ihe engine starts. If the
engine fails to start within 15 seconds, stop cranking and
pause for 10 seconds before a second attempt.

iii) It difficulties are encountersd, press the accelerator half
way down, and repeat (i).

W) |rmamlllwmmubﬁclyuunmane
become fuel flooded. Provision is

pedal m dawn, and releass immediately the engine
starfs.

Note:

1) Belore repeating a starting attempt, pause one or two
seconds to ensure that both the engine and starter motor
have come to rest , and thus avoid nsk of damage to the
starter mechanism.

i) The use of wide throttle openings and/or high rpm before

le Speed
Engine idie speed is controlled electronically by the engine
management computer, and is normally about 875 pm. An
uprated idle speed is required under certain operating
including the engine warm up phasa, which
time the raised idle helps to speed the time taken for the




Running In

The progressive and sympathetic running in (or bedding|
in) of a new engine and transmission is a major factor in
nmlnmﬁ efficient operation with smoath, durable and|

engine in too high a gear. After this period, the engine speed!
and throttle opening may be progressively increased,

1,000 miles (1,600 km) have been covered.

EXTERNAL OPERATIONS
Fuel

Requirement &
Use only UNLEADED fuel with a minimum octane
of 95 AON (‘Premium’ unleaded in U.K.). Unleaded
Ng'n!oﬂmmmybam bu.lwzlbnolm

‘are present. Switch off the engine before refuelling.




Filler Cap: The self locking filler cap is located in the right

wuqu-mrpmal

To uniock the cap, insert the key, tumn % clockwise, %

counterclockwise, and withdraw key.

- Remove the cap by unscrewing counterclockwise.

- Refit the cap by screwing clockwise info the filler neck and
tighten

unkit the falchel mechanism clicks Bt least three
times. The cap is now automatically locked, and requires
the use of the key 10 be removed.

Filling Procedure: Insert the pump nozzle fully into the neck,

and fill until the first time the auto-shut off mechanism is

triggered. Do not attempt to “brim' the tank 1o the top of the

filler neck, as expansion of the fuel due o lemperature change

{underground fuel storage) may cause flooding of the fuel

tank breather system charcoal canister, or spillage of fuel
The total fuel tank capacity is 36 litres (8.0 imp.gal).




Front Bonnet
The front bonnel provides access to the windscreen
washer reservoir, brake fuid reservoir, battery and main

side of the fascia, and liff the rear edge of the bonnet.
To close, lower tfie bonnet and pmnfrmlfw‘rumc

of the rear edge to fully engage the catch. &

Engine Cover

The engine cover provides access 1o the engine
luggage compartment. mmhmmmw‘hynlz
cable release: Open the driver's door, and pull the felease
handie located in the door jamb. Lift the rear edge of the

To close, mmmmﬂuhmmmm
retainer, before dropping the engine cover to engage the latch
using the panel's own momentum. On cars fitted with an
n engine cover, take care not to dent the panel by
hand pressure.

-




The Lotus Elise has been designed to exploil the
pleasures of open top motoring, the befter to enjoy exposure
1o the natural envi by the i
and confinement bestowed by a cockpit roof.

In order to provide some wealher protection to the
occupants and vehicle interior, and allow the continued
enjoyment of the car in unfavourable weather conditions. a
simple soft top roof may be eracted in conjunction with a rigd
rear window and roll bar falring.

Rear Window & Roll Bar Fairing

When running the car in open fop configuration, itis
recommended 1o fit the roll bar fairing and rear window in
order to reduce cockpit air turbulence, and restrict the backflow
of het aif from the engine bay tutiel verts.

The rear window is bonded to a composita frame with &
rubber seal fitted on the forward side. Siot the lower flange of
the frame into the moulded channel in the body. Place the
MqumltnmlumwAuﬂprmhwpldgnufn
window forwards against the fairing flange to compress the
seal and allow the glass to be retained by the two langs on the
lunderside of the teirng. Mook the single over-centre latch at
leach end of the fairing into its anchor plate on the body, and
close the latch, which will sulomatically engage a secondary




VRN

YA

ranmas

safety catch

To remove the window and fairing, press down the safety
catch bafore releasing each over-centre latch and lifing off
e faining. LR out Whe rear window from ifs channel, and store:
carefully.

Soft Top Roof - Erection
Bafore the soft 1op Took, first ensure that he rear
windaw and roll bar fairing are fitted (se¢ above). \

hiwmmmnvmhmndmm
the soft 1op and roth Site Taits from the bag, Gpen Hoih doors
and then: :

1. identify the lef hand and right hand roof side rails. Plug
fhe Spigtt on the frort end of fhe nght hand rail into e
socket at the top of the windscreen pillar, and align the
tapered guide on the rear face of the rail with the wedge on
the roll over bar. Push the side rail fofwards to enable the
et &N Bovetsil jon 1o fully engage, and be retsined by

the spring clip, . Fit the left hand rail in a similar manner.




POSITIONING ROOF BOWS et

. Retrieve the two roof bows from their stowage site at the
top front of the rear luggage compartment, and fit into their
locating holes in the roof side rails. Note that the two bows
are identical. Fold both bows forwards (down).




3. Unroll, and lay the soft top roof in position, and hook the
whole length of the lip on the front edge of the roof beneath
the retaining strip on the windscreen header rail. Centralise
the roof by locating the pip on the roof front lip with a
comesponding nolch in the header rail, and wrap the side
flaps of the soft top around the side rails, clipping o the
three press stud fasteners on the inside face of each rail.




TENSIONING ROOF ] ROOF BOWS ERECTED

>

Unfold the twa roof tails, and engage the pin in each tail
Wwith it keyhele siot in the body butiress. Ensure that the
Pin is fully engaged belore using the hexagonal key
provided (stowed in the comer panel behind the right hand
seat) to turn each cAm pin to fension the root

= Tufn the right hand pin clockwise:

- Tum the left hand pin counterclockwise

Note: Tension the roof in this manner only when the roof
bows are folded forwards (down)

o

Push the two roof baws rearwards 1o their upright position
to fully tension the roof
Soft Top Roof - Removal & Stowage

1. Push both roof bows forwards to relieve the tension on the
fabnc

N

Use the hexagonal key stowed in the corner panel behind
the right hand seat, 10 release the tensioning pms in the
ool tails:

- Turn the right hand pin counterclockwise

- Turn the left hand pin clockwise




3. Pull each tail backwards to disengage the pin from its
keyhole slot, fold the tail over, and tuck the end beneath
ihe slastic sirap 1o protect the paintwodk and glass from
being damaged by the pin mechanism.

4. Unclip the three press studs securing the roof to each
siderail, and pull the front edge of the roof forwards io
disengage rom the header rail siol. Lkt off the root fabric,
uyuunum.thwnummmmh
centre. Roll up the roof around the stiff header rail strip,
and fit into the stowage bag.




SIDE RAIL RETAINING CLIP REMOVAL OF

5. Release the two roof bows from the side rails, and stow in
their locations behind the seals or in the rear luggage
‘compartment.

6. Remove each side rail by pulling down the rear end
retaining clip (if fitted) with a finger, whilst pushing the rail
forwards and outwards. Withdraw the rail front end spigot
from the windscreen pillar.

7. Lay the two siderails on the roof fabric, and roll up the roof
‘with the siderails inside. Place the roof in the storage bag
(it available), and stow either behind the seats, or in the
rear luggage compartment.

Important Note: |f the roof is not fully dry, it should be
stowed for no longer than a few days belore unrolling or
refitting and allowing 1o air dry completely.

‘o a wet or damp roof will promote rotting of the tabric.




of hot air from the engine bay outiet vents when running in a
roofless configuration.

To Fit The Hardtop

1. From inside the car, release the laich securing each end ol
the rall bar fairing by pressing down the safety calch before
puliing down the latch handie and unhooking the latch from
the anchor plate (see handbook page 38).

. Lift oft the fairing, leaving the glass window in piace, and
store the fairing carefully, using the protective bag if avail-
able.

. With both doors open (or the windows wound down) and
the enging id closed, feed the front of the hardiop info pos-
sort, with the clamp bensath s
rail.




4

o

Lower th P the rear body

ensuring that the 10p of the rear window glass is pressed
forwards against its seal and is retained by the two tangs
on the underside of the rool. Check that the location pin in
each of the rool tails is located in the keyhole siot in the
body bulress.

Hook the single over-centre laich at each side of the rear
window onto its anchor plate on the body, and close the
latch handile, which will automatically engage a secondary
'safety caich.




6. Use the hexagonal key provided (stowed in the comer trim
wmumnwm)nwhmm

‘To Remove The Hardtop
1. Open both doors (or wind down windows) and close the
engine lid. ¥

2. Pull out the three finisher plugs from the roof header rail,
and use the haxagonal key provided 1o slacken gach of the |
clamp screws three ums. 4

3. Press down the safety caich and disengage the over-cen-
tre latch at each side of the rear window.

»

Lift the rear of the hardiop roof ensufing thal. the rear win-
mmmmwﬂmmm and withdraw the
front end from the windscreen header rail

5. Stow the roof carefully 10 avoid damage, using the profec-
tive bag if availabe

Fit the roll bar faifing (see handbook page 41)




BODYCARE

Body Features

Lotus are acknowledged leaders in the field of composite

iding design and having

developed methods which are now used under licence
throughout the norlﬂ CﬂmPoluI materials have major
advantages for icle bodies, and these brief notes
introduce some lnlnul of the construction and service
properties ol composites as applied 10 this field.

The manufacturing process enables the thickness of
‘composite mouldings to be varied in order to provide efficient
structures of high strength and low weight. Composites uﬂ
not corrode, so the strength of composite
ratained regardiess of age, unless physical damage h

the Eln 1he body construction utilises a single

accident mouldings
shalls, sills, front compartment lid, windscreen frame and
mmm.mpmmwm»mm-m
alioy chassis with an elastomeric adhesive.

ﬁnmwﬂnmaw-pﬂtumw-m
layer of ‘gel coal’. If the panel is deflected its designed
level of flexibility, the gel coat will be overstressed and cracks
result, although the panel will retum o its original shape. A
steel panel sbmlllﬂy treated would become permanently
dented. Th to the

Mnnmhmﬂw hullﬁlmnglllm

coliision;
Sitting, leaning heavily or pushing on the body or any
composite panel;




Knocking doors against obstructions when opening;

Dropping objects onto a panel;

Allowing unrestrained items to siide around in the luggage

‘compartment;

Closing a compartment cover onto projecting objects, e.g.

luggage or tools;

Applying axcessive force 10 parts attached to composile

panels e.g. mirrors, locks, aenial etc., (action by vandals);
- Incorrect use of a vehicle jack.

Paint Care

The acrylic enamel finish of the Lotus Elise is extremely
resistant to all normal forms of atmospharic attack. Following
the simple maintenance procedure summarised below will
help retain the gloss, colour and protective proparties of the
paint throughout the Iife of the vehicle. However, car finishes
are not immune to damage and amongst the mare common
causes of deterioration are:

- Atmospheric contaminants; dust, soot, ash, and acidic or
alkaline aerosol mist can chemically attack paint.

- Abrasion; blowing sand and dust, or a dirty washing clath.

Tree sap and insect fluids; can form a water-insoluble

polymer that adheres to the paint.

- Bird droppings; highly acidic or alkaline, they can
chemically elch the paint. =t

cially around the vulnerable frontal panels. Da not foliow
other vehicles 100 closely in such cifcumstances.

Washing
Lotus recommends that the car be hand washed, using
i s

instructions
Many contaminants are water soluble and can be removed

(household dstergent and washing up
and accelerate oxidation). Fregquen! washing is the best
safeguard against unseen contaminants; at the same time




ensuring the regular removal of dirt, dust and traffic film:

Wash in the shade, and use a cotion chenille wash milt 6F
a sponge rinsed fraquently to minimisa entrapment of dirt
particles. Use a straight back and forth washing motion fo
avoid swirled micro scraiches, and finse thoroughly.

Soft Top Roof
1. Careful vacuuming of the soft lop before washing may be
helpful in removing excess dust and other forsign particies
. Wash in partial shade rather than strong sunlight, and wet
the whole car befare tackiing the soft top.

. Use a sponge (a chamois of cloth will leave linl, and a

let the soapy solution remain on the fabric for 2 1o 5 min-

utes.

5, Rinse tha whole car to remove all soap from the fabric and
flo prevent sireaking on the paintwork.
Remove surface waler with a sponge and allow to air dry in
direct sunlight. Ensure that the roof is fully dry belore stow-
ing, 8s prolonged stowage of a wet or damp roof will pro-
mote rotting of the fabric.
Mepingmn-unwpﬂun&quumwm:ngwﬂn

professionals expes
mwdmmudmauon and degradation of the
'material may resull. The application of wax finishes, dress-
ings or prnnrvnivu may cause stains, and should be
avoided.

Paintwork Polishing

Eventually some loss of gloss, and an accumulation of
traffic film, will occur. At this stage, after normal washing, the
application of a good quality liquid polish will restore the
original lustre of the paint film.

Higher gloss of the paint finish, and added protection
‘against contamination, can be obtained by the use of a wax
polish. However, this can only be used successfully on a
clean surface, from which the previous application has been
removed with white spirit or a liquid polish cleaner.




Ventilation

Water lying on the paint surface for a lengthy period will
-vunullvpmuwﬁlhwnl Although the eflects will
not be visible in the
wuummmwwmum-.

When washing the windscrean, take care to lift the wiper
blade only a small distance from the glass in order not o
damage the wiper arm mechanism. Wash the wiper blade
with clean water.

Alloy Wheels Cleaning

It is recommended that these are washed with the
preparation as is used to wash the bodywork. Use a brush
hawng only nylon bristles. During the winter months,

Irlvrough{g to remove all accumulated road ﬁNll from the
wheels and

tyres.

Upholstery Cleaning
Cloth Uphoistery: Normal cleaning consists of an occasional
light wipe over with a cloth dampened in a mild soap and
Mrm-unwmmmbmw
‘not soaked. may
be used.

Leather Upholstery: The leather should. be wiped over

the use of anyfide Yood, nd prohibit the use of petrol of
detergents, fumiture creams and polishes.

Senotex Coated Trim: Some areas of the interior, including
the scuttie and rear bulkhead are finished with a grey, texturad
‘Senctex’ coating. Stains may be removed using a proprietary
upholstery cleaner and a soft bristle brush. Finish by wiping




ower with a dry soft cloth.

Seat Beits Cleaning

The seat belt should be sponged with warm water and
allowed to air dry naturally before use. Do not use chemical
cleaners and never attempt to bleach or dye the webbing.

Remember that fuel consumption and wear and tear of
the vehicle are affected considerably by the way the car is
driven and maintained. Be sure to carry out the simple
maintenance checks detailed below, and to have your car
serviced ragularly by your Lotus dealer, in order to ensure

safety, gevity and pleasure of
ownarship, wantvmswnlnqwmmmmo
knowledge, tools or equipment could result in personal injury
‘o vehicie damage. Consull your Lotus dealer in all cases of
doubt.

Engine Oil Level Check
The engine oil level should be checked regularly, such as
‘@very two of three fuel stops, and the oil level maintained near
the top mark on the dipstick. It is especially important lo keep
a check on the oil level during the vehicle's first 1,000 miles
(lmm).nmummu:mmuum
1o some variance until the engine components have
in.

The best time to check the level is when the oil is wam,
such as during a fuel stop. Ensure that the car is parked on a
level surface and that a lew minutes have elapsed since
stopping the engine to allow oil to drain back into the sump. If
the engine is stopped before reaching normal running

, the ofl will not drain back to the sump so readily,
wmmnﬁm-nmmm
Dipstick: The is identifiable by its yellow loop handle,
and is located at the right hand rear of the engine. Withdraw

again 1o inspect the ol lsvel, The correct level is to the upper
mark on the dipstick.




Topping Up: If topping up is necessary, remove the ol filler
cap from the cam cover, and in order 1o aliow the crankcase to
ventitate, remove the dipstick. Add a suitable quantity of a
recommended engine oil (see 'Recommended Lubricants’)
taking care not to spill any oil onto engine or electrical
; use a funnel if necessary.
The difference between high and low dipstick marks is.
minutes.

properties degraded. Refit the filler cap and tum
clockwise until secure.

Engine Oil Change
The use of high quality oil, renewed at the specified
intervals, is the kay to engine longevity and sustained
performance. Adhere strictly to the engine oil and filter change
intervals spacified in the Maintenance Schedule.
mmwmwmmuu-numm
be removed for access to the engine sump and filter.

The drai nght ulmlump.
and should drain the
mmuubmmwmﬂmnﬂmm




Refill with a recommended Iubricant via the oil filler on the
‘camshaft cover, lo the top mark on the dipstick. Be sure lo
famaove the dipstick 1o permil crankcase venting, and allow
sufficient time for the oil to drain through to the sump before
«checking the oil level on the dipstick. Take care not 1o overfill
‘Re-fit the oil filler cap securely, and check the oil level again
when the engine is fully warm (see above).

Oil Filter
The oil filter is horizontally mounted at the front of the

bay

renewed, at intervals specified in the Maintenance Schedule,
by tuming in & counterclockwise direction using an oil filter
wrenchif necessary. Discard the filter afler removal (see ‘Used
Engine Oil').

Before fitting a new filter, ciean the mating face on the
®engine, and smear the new seal on the filter with clean oil
Add a smail amount of clean oil into the filter, screw onto its
spigot and tighten BY HAND just sufficiently to make a firm
--l.wunvznuannf-m-n-mm.-mwm
il-’l

the engine and check for oil leaks. Re-check the
unnyofmﬂnu further tightening by hand if necessary.
Check the oil level (see above) when the engine i fully warm.




Used Engine Oil

WARNING: - Prolonged and repeated contact with used
engine oil may cause serious skin disorders, including
dermatitis and cancer.

- Avoid contact with skin as far as possible and wash
thoroughly after any contact.

« Keep out of reach of children.
mumcrmsznvmomm“mwmm
water courses and soil. Use waste collection
facilities, including civic amenity sites and garages providing
facilities for disposal of used oll and used ofl filters. It in
doubt, contact your local authority for advice on dispasal.

‘Severe Service’ Conditions
Certain i

by the absorption of water from condensation. | either of the

‘sevare service' conditions described below apply, it is

recommended that the oil and filter be changed twice as

frequently as is listed in the Maintenance Schedule.

# Driving in dusty areas (8.g. on unmaetalied roads), Change
the oll and filter as soon as possible after driving in a dust




Transmisslon Ol
The transmission is filled for life’ with a special lubricant
whigh under normal circumstances requires no routine
renawal. For safely reasons, the oil level shoul checked
tmwmmmmmmc
Ensure the vehicle is parked on a level surface.
Wipe clean the area around the levelfiller plug on the left
hand side of the fransmission casing, behind the output

shaft.

Remove the plug, and check that the oil is level with the
bottom of the hole. Note that the release of oil trapped by
the plun. anwldnol be confused with an indication of
correct of

it lﬂiﬂnly ified lubi - Texaco MTF
04 - until the of level stabilises at the botiom of the plug
hale.

Refit the filler/level plug with a new sealing washer, and
tighten to 35 Nm.

Cooling System
The engine cooling system uses @ waler based coolant
mdpmu-hulmmm-norabnmowol A header

increasing engne
left h-ndhomuh-mgmu,- and is fitted with a 110 kPa




(15 psi) pressure cap to raise the boiling point of the coolant
1o over 120°C.

WARNING: Do NOT remove the cap from elther the header
tank i

mungmummmau;mmm.

The level of coolant in the transiucent header tank will risa
as the engine warms up, and fall as it cools down, and under
nomal circumstances it should not be necessary to add any
coolant fo the system between services, If overfilled, the
excess coolant will be ejected when the engine is warm. M
underfiied, overheating may result

As every week gin
COLD, and without disturbing the filler cap, check that the
level of coolant in the transiucent tank is close to the 'COLD'
mark moulded on the tank. If topping up is required, tumn the

‘cap, and tum clockwisa 1o tighten securely.




NOTE: If the cap is removed from the header tank when the
engine is warm, the pressure ballmeellhagyﬂ-nvdbl
disturbed and a small coolant loss may occur. The completely
cold header tank level should be checked at the first

subsequent oppartunity.

Cooling Fan: The radistor cooling fan normaily operates only
when the engine coolan! reaches a specified temperature,
but may also run if certain types of engine lault are detected by
the on board diagnostic system.

WARNING: Do not encroach Into the radiator cooling fan
area, as personal injury could result from the fans starting
up withaut warning.

Al service intervals, the air duct and matrix of the engine
coaling radiator should be chacked externally for clogging by
insecis, laaves or other debris, and if necessary. a water jet
used o clear the fmminD.

Anti-Freeze/Corrosion Inhibitor

It is most important that the coolant contains an anti-freeze
with corrosion inhibitof in order to raise the coolant bailing
point, and to protect the engine and heat exchangers from
bboth frost damage, and metal corrosion. Use of a good quality
monoethylene glycol anti-freeze, protects against these
dangers as well as ralsing the bolling point of the coolant.
When new, the system is filled with a 50% concentration of
water and Unipart Superplus Anti-Freeze and Summer
Coolant, which is suitable for all climates, and should be
maintained throughout the life of the vehicle. No other anti-

eftective level of lene glycol in the system
may be measured by your dealer using a hydromater, but the
level effectiveness diminishes

over a period of time, anmyb-munubymmd
the coolant mixture every 24 months.

Fuv:oo\un::pa:lv reter 10 ‘Recommended Lubricants"
and Technical Data’




Coolant Drain/Refill Procedure

The cooling system of the Lotus Elise has been carefully
optimised to allow the required cooling performance using
the minimum volume of coolant. This provides for high cooling
system efficiency, with quick engine warm up, and interior
heater outpul.

When refilling the cooling system, it is vital 1o ensure that
the correct bleeding procedure is followed, and that no air
pockets remain. This operation should be entrusied to your
Lotus. dealer.

Washer Reservoir
The windscreen washer reservoir is sifuated in the
side of the the front

bonnet. and should be kept topped up with clean water and a
suitable proprietary solvent. Do NOT use radiator anti-freeze
in the reservoir as this could seriously damage the paintwork.

The washer jets are mounted each side of the wiper
spindle, and may, if necessary, be cieared or adjusted using
@ suitable pin

Wiper Bladg

To repiace the single wiper blade, remove the retaining
‘R’ pin before withdrawing the pivot pin attaching the blade to
thearm. Fitthe new biade and renew the ‘R’ pin, ensuring the
pin Is correclly located and secure




routine fopping up’ of the brake master cylinder reservoir. A
visual safety check is all that is required.

Every week, check the level of fiuid in the brake fluid
reservoir located in the services compartment beneath the
front bonnet: Without disturbing the filler cap, check that the
Wli.lhohlllnﬂ’l‘MAX'lnd‘DANGEH marks moulded
on the voir body. As the brake pads wear, the
level will drop gradually from the ‘'max’ mark towards the ‘min’,
mumwmmwamw have your
Lotus dealer investigate without detay. I the level is found to
be below the ‘min’ mark, it is likely there has been some fluid
loss, and that air will have entered the hydraulic system. The
car should not be driven until the faull has been investigaled
and rectified. Note that a single reservoir is used to supply
Mdmlwmwhmhrmemmw

cap. Be aware of the damaging effect that brake fluid can
have on paintwork, and take sultable precautions 1o avoid any
such

contact.
Use only a non-mineral type DOT 4 brake fluid from a
'sealed container marked with a yellow and black (non-mineral)
symbol. Do not use DOT 5 silicone fluid, or any fluid which




has been exposed 1o the atmosphere for more than a brief
period, or any fluid suspected of being wet, dirty or
contaminated. Do nol averfill, and replace the cap securely.

Brake fiuid, being hygroscopic. absorbs water from the
atmosphere over a period of time, resulting in a lowering of
the boiling point of thu ﬂuni and corrosion of the hydraulic
system. For the brake
mmmuh-renmdmmlv-mdmbyywmn
Dealer.

Brake Pads

The thickness of the brake pad lining material shouid be
checked at every service, and under no circumstances be
allowed to fali below 2.5 mm (0.1 in). If the brakes are in very
frequent or arduous use, as when driving in mm.hu-
terrain, it is that they be
frequently. The pads should be renewed if of iruul!imu
thickness to ensure safe braking until the next scheduled
service.

Note that in order to ensure that brake pads with the comect
material specification are used. only genuine Lotus
replacement parts should be fitted, and in the interests of
safety, mmmuuemubmm%

Brake Pipes & Hoses 4
At the recommended service intervals, the brake pipes

and flexible hoses should be carefully examined for of

damage, corrosion or perishing, especially in terrilories

sall is used on the road surface in the wintef months.




Air Cleaner Element
The air filter should be inspected at intervals dependent
‘on the operating conditions. When the vehicle is operated in

specified in thy Schedule, but where
a dusty or laden atmosphere prevails, more
replacement will be required dependent on the level of
pollution.

A disposable folded paper type air cleaner element is fitted
in & housing at the left hand sids of the engine bay. To replace
the filler element. leave the hose attached, and release the
four over-centre clips securing the top cover of the air filter
housing, Raise the cover and ensure tha the filter slement
remains in the lower housing before swinging the cover aside.

and refit the top cover, ensuring thal the filer seal is comectly
located in the cover recess. Engage each of the four over-
centre fasteners, and snap each clip closed.




Alternator Belt

A single multi-rib typa belt is used to transmit drive from
the crankshatt to the alterator. The belit requires no periodic
maintenance other than a visual check of its condition. If the
beit exhibits any evidence of physical damage, cracking,
fraying, perishing, abrasion or contamination, it should be.
replaced. In the case of oil contamination, the cause must be:
identified and rectified, and each of the pulleys must be.
thoroughly degreased befors the new belt is fitted.
To replace the belt:
Siacken the altemator pivot bolt (A),
Stacken the clamping bolt (B) securing the alternator lo
the slotted strap.
Tumlhlﬂmrmhhmdh!mmm
allow the altemalor to be swung towards the engine, and
unhoak the beit from the pulleys,
Fit the new belt over the two pulleys, ansuring it is correctly
seated in the grooves, and tension the belt such that
moderate finger pressure al the centre of a belt run




Plugs
Renew the sparking plugs in accordance with the
ule. Remove the two screws securing
the spark plug access cover, and pull off the HT lead from
each spark plug. Use an airline or vacuum cleaner to remove
any loose dirt from the plug wells before unscrewing the spark
plugs using & 16 mm (5/87) A/F spark plug socket spanner.
Take precautions 1o prevent debris falling into the open Plug
holes.

Check the elecirode gap of each new plug, and reset if
necessary (o 0.9mm (0.035 in). Fit the plugs taking care not
to cross-thread, and tighten to 25 Nm. Refit the plug leads,

i y located in

y g that they

their routing clips. Secure the access cover
Puncture Repair Aecasol
In order to fully expioil the benefits of light weight, and 1o
maximise slowage space and convenience, a 'keep you
mobile’ puncture repair facility is provi in the form of a
punciure repair aerosol stowed in the fronl services

L. When the serosol is connected 1o the fyre valve,
and the button pressed, a mixture of liguid latex and propeflant
s injected into the tyre, such that the solidifying latex is forosd
nMuhpunc&msilz-mlmam-ulhannilwm.
m-mmmmmmmwwum
al moderate speed fo the nearest tyre depol




WARNING:

= Use of the aerosol does not constitute a permanent

repair, but is designed 1o allow the car to be driven to the

nearest tyre depot. At the sarliest opportunity, the tyre
ired

damage.
= Until the tyre is repaired or replaced, the car should be
driven in a moderate manner, not exceeding 30 mph (45

).
Do not use the aerosol for large holes or repairs, or

bracket provided in the front luggage compartment;
never in the passenger compariment.

As 500N as a punciure is suspected, pull off the road at
the first safa opportunity. If possible avoid driving on a deflated
tyre, or ireparable damage to the tyre may be caused.

Directions for use of the aercsol: Before using, carefully read
all the instructions on the canister, or on any literatute
the product. The |nlow¢ng instructions apply

to the use of Holls T
1. Remove the object causing the puncture, and position the

.
F 4
g
il
i
§
F

3. Screw the aerosol tube onto the tyre valve, remove the
cap, hold the can upright and press tha button until the tyte
is firmly inflated.

4. Immediately drive for 6 - 12 miles (10 + 20 km) (or fo the
tyre depot if nearer) in a moderate manner and nol
exceeding 30 mph (45 km/h), o aliow the sealant to
spread. Then check and adjust the tyre pressure as

necessary.
Hlnm-mwwmmolmﬂnnﬂdm




Lotus engi work with tyre d
optimal tyre specifications for Lotus models. wn-n tyre
r-pheumluﬂuq:mn&ymumd-d-rlﬂﬂuum
recommendations, which rn.ylupullw lpanluuuoouwv
of origin as well as tyte make and model

In order to fully
opportunities, uum-lmdtymdn- are different front and
rear, so that axles
is not permissible. Nmm-n-mr'z-mqnmmm
is asymmetric with the tyre sidewalls marked ‘Inner’ and
‘Outer’; check that replacement tyres are correctly fitted. Part
of the tread patter is also directional in appearance, but the
direction of rotation has no bearing on the tyre performance.

The tymes should be inspected regularly for signs of cuts,
abrasions or oiner damage, and lof any Uneven wread wear
pattems. Uneven treadwear may indicate that the suspension
wwummw.mmmm. Take
‘care when parking to avoid tyre contact with high ot sharp
sdged kerbs, as mistreatment of this nature can cause
intamnal damage 1o the tyre structure which may not be readily
apparent. The alloy nmed rims may aiso be distorted or
damaged

sarviceability, and the tyres replaced if any doubt exists, or if
the legal tread depth limits are approached.

When driving on wet roads, surface waler is squeezed out
from between the tyre and road, but excessive speed or water
dapth can overwhelm the water clearing capability and lead 1o
a condition called ‘aquaplaning’ where the tyre rides on a film
of water and provides little or no grip on the road surface,
leading to an inevitable loss of control. This condition is mare
likaly to occur with wom tyres having little depth of tread, or
with incorrect tyre pressures. Drivers should keep a vigilant
check on tyre wear and condition, and moderate their speed
in adverse weather conditions.

The cold tyre pressures should ba checked every week, of
m-ymmwnn'rooum) mmverilmm and




and heavy stesring, whereas overinflation results in a hard
ride .nd increased susceptibility to tyre damage. Both
will cause a degradation in the handling qualities,

When balancing the wheel and tyre lnumhllu. the
wheels should be located by the centre spigot - NOT by the
wheel bolt holes. In order lo maintain the correct handling
feel and minimum steering wheel shake, it is very important
that the radial and lateral run out of the tyres are to the high
standard required by Lotus Cars. If any difficulty is experienced
with replacement tyres, refer to the tyre manufacturer.
Winter Tyres
I the car is to be used in very cold lerritories, or driven on
snow caovered roads, it is recommended to fit winter tyres

Lotus

for such approves
the fitment of Michalin X M+S 130 winter tyres in the following

sizes:
Front: 185/55 R15 81T mounted on standard 15 inch front.
whesls.

Rear: 195/60 R15 88T mounted on standard 15 inch front
wheels (standard rear wheels are 16 inch @ \

For winter tyre pressures, refer 1o Technical Data’ al the
back of the handbook.

'WARNING:

= When winter tyres are fitted, a maximum speed of 118
mph (180 km/h) must be observed.

- The tyres are NOT suitable for studding.

Tyre Chains
Snow chains may by used in extreme conditions only

remove the chains as soon as road conditions allow.




OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN.

Contains sulphuric acid - avoid contact with skin, eyes or
clothing. Antidote: External - flush with water; Internal -
drink large quantities of water or milk. Follow with milk of

magnesia, beaten egg or vegetable oil. Call physician

; Eyes - flush with water for 15 minutes and get
prompt medical attention. Batteries produce explosive
gases. Keep sparks, flames and cigareties away. Ventilate
Mmrg\uuwrmhmlﬂﬂdw Always shield
eyes when working near bal

Access
The ‘maintenance free’' battery is located in the front
services comparimant, in the chassis well beneath the
windscreen washer bottle. No routine inspection or topping
mo«n-umwmmw at intervals specified in
the Maintenance Schedule, the battery terminals should be
checked for security and condition, and protected with

im jelly.

For access 1o the battery, remove the washer reservoir by
pulling upwards from its mounting brackel. To remove the
battery, disconnect both battery cables (see below), and pull
off the breather pipe from the outboard end of the battery.
Release the three screws securing the batlery clamp bracket




1o the chassis, remove the clamp bracket, and tilt the battery
1o release the lower edge from its retaining channel. Lift out
the battery from its well taking suilable precautions with regard
o the battery weight and difficult access,

Refit the battery, with its terminals towards the front, by
reversing the above procedure. Remember to push on the
breather pipe, and reconnect the battery cables as detailed
below.

the Battery
It the battery is lo be disconnected, the following
should be taken:

precautions

i) Wail for at least ten seconds after switching off the
1o allow the engine management mum to adjust the
setting of some companents ready for

i) Ensure that all electrical loads (e.g. Iﬂh}mm
off.

iii) Disconnect the negative (earth; black; ') battery cable

the
mmmwmmﬂnrmmmﬂm
serious burns.
) It the vehicle is fitted with ‘CATS' coded audio equipment,
check that the security code is available for entering on
reconnection.

Battery Reconnection
i) Check again that all electrical loads are switched off.
ii) Connect the positive battery cable first, followed by the

by the action of battery re-connection. Have the alarm
transmitter key ready to disarm the alarm (see ‘Vehicle

in the engine performance
characteristics may be noted for a period whilst the
angine system

‘re-leams’ some of its settings.
V) Where applicable, enter the ‘CATS' code into the audio
equipment.




Battery Charging

Under conditions of normal daily use, it should nol-be
necessary 10 use extemal battery charging equipment. In a
low usage regime, however, il is important to maintain the
charge state of the battery using a trickle charger, or an
automatic battery management charger such as that supplied
by Airflow UK. This mains operated device, when connected
1o a vehicle batlery, is able to coflinuously menitor battery
charge state and switch on and off gutomatically in order to
‘maintain the battery in a fully charged state without danger of
damage through overcharging.

If the battery becomes discharged Io the extent that the
wvehicle cannol be started, the recommended course of action
is 1o fit @ substitute Battery whilst the original battery is trickie
charged. If, in an emergency, the vehicle has to be ‘jump’
started, the subsequent condifions of vehicle use may nof

m-#gmﬂvuﬂﬂllwmnwlw

.
mmun-m-rmt-cldnrgewtllradwawm
pariod for which the vehicie can be parked

Unless using an automalic battery management charger,
the battery should be removed from tha car for recharging, to
‘awell ventilated area to avoid a build up of fumes in the luggage

remaoving the battery and take care 1o avoid sharp knocks of
shocks, keeping the battery as upright as possible. Beware
of the considerable weight of & ballery, and iske necessary

lower markers on the battery case, and if necessary add
distilled water. The recommended bench charge rate is 4
amps. When the battery is fully charged (s.g. approx. 1.28),
allow the battery to stand for an hour before refitting into the
battery well and reconnecting the leads - see above.

Electrical Accessories

I fitting electrical accessories of any description, note that
these also must be of negative earth polarity.

Owners should note that the only appraved extras and




JUMP
STARTING

conversions are those which are specified by the Factory and
carried out by the Factory or by an authorised dealer. Lotus
Cars Lid. does not accept any liability whatsoever for defects
which arise from extras or conversions which are nol factory
approved. Inexpert modifications or additions 10 the electrical
system could jeopardise safety.

*Jump’ Starting

If the battery becomes discharged to the extent that the
engine cannol be started, proprietary good guality ‘jumper
cables' may be used to connect with the battery of a second
wehicle in order to provide the energy necessary for starting.

WARNING: It is most important that the correct procedure
hmmmwmmmhmmm

ofa
lnuh |m-¢mry upluinn. Check that the siave

system.

i) 'With the engine of the slave vehicle running al a fast idle,
use one jumper cable (red) 10 connect the positive (+)
terminals of bath batieries. Take care to avoid earthing
the positive terminal of the Elise battery against the
chassis.

i) andmammwmumm)mw

{-) terminal of the discharged batte
iii) A spark will occur when the other end ufmlscub\s(m-




final connection) is connected 1o an earth on the slave
vehicle. This connection should therefore be made to a
point away from the battery, and away from any fuel vapour
‘ares or moving paris. An engine hanger bracket is often
ideal

Iv) Start the car in the usual way, and run at a fas! idie.

W) A spark will occur at the first disconnection of a jumper
cable, so il is essential that the first disconnection is made
from the slave vehicie earth. Both batteries (especially the
discharged one) will be ‘gassing’ heavily at this time, and
if the first disconnection is made at a battery terminal, there
is @ danger that the hydrogen gas may be ignited by the
spark with a resultant explosion,

Hi e of the flat battery and rectified,
and trickle charge the batiery as detailed above

Inertia Switch

The safety inertia swilch is designed to operate on impact,
such as will occur in an accident, to switch off the fuel pump,
and thus minimise any fire hazard.

The inertia switch is mounted at the left hand rear comer
of the engine bay, behind the air cleaner housing, and is reset
by pressing the rubber diaphragm button on the top of the
unit




& Relays
The main fusebox is located in the front services
compartment, on the is




huhw-mdhwummm

Circutt
Lighting

Ign. switch
Engine man.

To access the 20A fuel pump fuse, mrpmewam
left hand front corner of the rear luggage
pwmmowmwmmm

the engine fuse, or any of ‘the Maxi fuses
-ll'nmﬂhhubiwm no repair should be attempted until
your Lotus dealer or a competent aulo electrician has been
consulted. amnl.rlv. any other electrical equipment not
be accessed by & Lotus dealer with

Upgrading a fuse rating, or

5A - Orange; 15A - Light Blue;
7.5A - Brown, 20A - Yeliow,
10A - Red; 25A - Clear.




Headlamp Bulb

Access lo the headlamp bulbs is available via access
grommets in the front wheelarch liners. Pull out the grommet,
remove the protactive boot from the headiamp, ampulanma

fingers, as the greasy deposit lefl behind will greatly reduce

bulb life. Use a paper tissue to handle the bulb.
F:hmmmawm retain with the spring clip,
Finally

plug i
remmlmlgmmmel

Headlamp Masking: If a right hand drive caris o beused ina
left hand drive territory, of vice-versa, it is necessary to mask
cenain areas of the dip beam headlamp lenses in order 1o
prevent dazzle. Masking kits using self adhesive film are
available from motaring organisations. Note that on cars
equipped with the optional driving lamps, only the two body
mounted headiamps need be masked.

For access to the lenses on cars with faired in headlamps,
the wheelarch liners must be released, and the headlamp
assemblies withdrawn from the bady.




|

Mounted Ri
| the front wheelarch liner, and pull au the sidelamp bulb holder

the bulbholder.

MWMNM

Access 1o the optional driving lamps is available after
removing the radiator air intake grile. To remove the grille,
mmmmmmgmmpdhmgm.
mmmmmmwmmmm
holes

Twist mmmm.mnmahmnnmm
the back of the lamp, Pull off the single spade terminal from
the bulb, unhook both legs of the spring wire clip and withdraw
the H1 type bulb.

'Note: Dammmmbdbﬁlsmbplmh
ﬂmmnmemdmﬂhnbmmd-inmm
bulb life. Use a paper tissue to handle the bulb,
ﬂlhmmmumamnmmmm
the small location cut out in the protective cap must be
|positioned uppermost.




Side Repeater Lamp Bulbs
For access 10 a side repeater lamp bulb, mrur-npd'
released.

Pull the capless bulb from the bulb holder.
Push a new bulb into the mmr.mmnnmwm
jposition, and refit the wheelarch liner.

Tailamp Bulbs
The tailamp bulbs may be accessed from within the rear
luggage compartment. Twist the bulbholder

to remove, replace the bayonat fitting bulb, and refit the
bulbhoider.

.-mn-hmw




Number Plate Buibs

Toreplace a bulb in a number plate lamp, first remove the
wo sorews securing the lamp, and withdraw. Replace the
festoon bulb, and refit the lamp.

‘Rear Fogand Lamp Bulbs

To removae the rear valance grille, prise out the two
fasteners from the fop edge of the grille, and withdraw the
grille lower edge spigots from their location holes. Remave
the two screws securing the lamp lens, and replace the
bayonet fitting bulb. Refit the lons with the drain hole
lowermast, and replace the grille.

Interior Lamp

Tuﬂ&-hﬂmmimnm!—dl.mh
retaining tab at the non-switch end of the lamp, and pull the
lamp from its aperture, taking care nol 1o earth out a hamess
the lamp back inlo position




Towing Eye

A towing eye is stowed in the front services compartment,
in @ grommel in the driver's side scuttie buttress. When
required. transfer tha towing eye lo its anchorage point in the
radiator air intake aperture, screwing fully into the tapped boss.

The eye is provided to aid vehicle recovery, such as
winching onto a car transporter. Only in an emergenoy should
the vehicle be towed, and for the shortest distance necessary,
during which time the following precautions must be taken:

'WARNING:

- Use only towing equipment designed specifically for this
jpurpose, or damage o the vehicle may be caused, or
safety jeopardised. i

to
‘he parking brake is Teleased, and the iransmission is
inneutral.
Ensure that compliance is made with all local legisiation
spplicable to cars being towed.




must be taken when using a lifting jack or hoist to
the device only in one of the the areas shown in the
. Use a suitable rubber or timber pad 1o protect the

the rear sublrame, close to the lower wishbone rearmost

mountings.
Jacking at any other point may damage the chassis or
body structure and/or jecpardise safety.

Fuel Tank Undershield

Note that the perforated panel enclosing the underside of
the fuel tank bay, contributes to the structural rigidity of the
chassis frame. Do not use the car with this panel removed.




Security Wheeinuts
On cars so equipped, each of the four road wheels is fitted

ing key coded socket before it may be removed using a stand-
ard 19mm wheelbrace. For aesthelic purposes, the coded
nut is capped by a metal cover, which may be removed using
an extractor tool stowed, togsther with the key coded sockel,
in a grommet in the windscrean buttress, at the right hand
rear comer of the front services compartment.

Pmmmmhmrmnuummm
and withdraw the cover. Male the key coded socket with the:
nut, and undo using a standard 19mm wheelbrace.

Emmmmmmdmmmnw
ways stowed in their correct location, as they will be needad
by your Lotus dealer when sefvicing the vehicle.




RECOMMENDED LUBRICANTS

in order 1o ensure the longevily and reliability of the vehicle,
it is most important that only the specified lubficants are used
It is an entirely false economy to try to $ave Money by using
‘\ower quality o, which may break down betore the next change
interval and provide inadequale protection nduru the end of

emummnwmwﬂesumm
or the European specification CCMC G4, and have a viscosity
band recommended for the local ambient tsmperature range,
as shown In the following char. Where oils to these standards
are not available, reputable brands meeting American specifi-
cation AP! 8G of SH should be used.

Engine OBt Viscosity Chart

Viscasity Ambient Temparature Range




Note that the viscosity rating is made up of two numbers;
the first, identified by a W’ suffix is the winter (or low tempera-
ture) viscosity grade, and the second number the summer or
high temperature viscosity grade. ie. a 20W/50 oil performs
like an SAE 20 oil at low temperature and an SAE 50 oil at high
temperature.

Capacity - refill inc. fiter 4.5 lilre (7.9 imp.pt)

- dry inc. fitter 5.0 litre (8.8 imp.pt)
Difference between high & low dipstick marks

1.0 litre (1.8 imp.pt)

Oil change interval 9,000 miles (15,000 km)
Transmission (gearbox & final drive)
Only specified lubricant Texaco MTF 84
Capacity - refil 2.1 litre (3.7 imp.pt)

~dry 2.4 litre (4.2 imp.pt)
Oil change interval Filled for life

Brake & Clutch System
Type Non-mineral (non-petro

leum) hydraulic fluid
Specificat DOT 4
Capacity - brake 1.5 litre
= clutch 0.5 litra.
Fluid change interval 12 months ‘
Engine Coolant Additive
Type Superplus
Freeze & Summer Coolant
Concentration
Quantity reqd. @ 50% 4 litres.




“TECHNICAL DATA

Tyres
Type -factory it Pireli P Zero (refer to
dealer)

- service option Michalin Pilot SX-GT
Size - front
- rear - standard
- 1115 & std. option.
- pressure: (cold) - front
- rear - 205 1.7 bar (245 bAin®)
-225 1.9 bar (27.5 ibfin’)

Light alloy, 4 nut fixing
55) x 15CHMH2 ET14
rear - sid 7Jx 16H2 ET18
- 111S & std. option 7.5J x 16H2 ET10
‘Wheel nut torque 80 - B85 Nm (50 - 63 bt ft)

Dimensions
‘Overall length - std 3726 mm
-1ms 3734 mm
Overall width - excl. mimors- std 1701 mm
- 1115 1730 mm
- incl. mirrars 1850 mm (approx.)
Overall height {at kerb weight) 1148 mm
Wheelbase 2300 mm
Track - front 1440 mm
- rear - 7. wheels 1458 mm
1470 mm
160 mm
124"




Max. weight - std - iolal Takg )
- front

386kg ) Incl
- rear 588 kg )} occupanis
= 1115 - (otal 982 kg ) & luggage
« front TG Ry}
- rear 616 kg )
Trailer fowing Not permissible
Capacities
Engine oil (refill inc. filter) 4.5 litre (7.9 imp, pt)
Highdow dipstick mark differance 1.0 litre (1.8 imp. pt)
Transmission oil 2.1 litre (3.7 imp. pt)
Fuel tank 38 4 litre (8.0 imp.gall)
Cooling system 8.0 litre (1.8 imp.gall)
Front Suspension
Type Independent. Upper and
lower wishbone co-axial
coil spri z

ngftelescapic

damper unit; anti-roll bar

Ride height (for geometry check)
- front

chassis siderail

- rear 140 mm below rear end
chassis siderail

Mnmbmmmj

Ride height (for geometry check)
- front 140 mm below front end of

chassis siderail
~rear 140 mm below rear end of
chassis siderail




Camber

Alignment

-18°% 02"

max side/side 0.2°

1.2 mm toe-in @ach side;
+02mm, -0

max sidefside 0.2 mm

Wattage  Type
B0/IS6
55

330 amps (SAE)
60 minules

K16

in-line 4

1796 cm® (70.71 in%)
80.00 mm (3.150 in)
89.30 mm (3.516 in)
1051

1342

RC8 PYP or GSP 8662
0.9 £ 0.1 mm (0.035 in)

injection with MEMS 1.9
engine management




Fuel system 18

Max power - std
-1ms

Max torque - sid
-ms

Transmission
ype

1115 (close ratio):
Gear Ratio

Sequential fuel injection
with MEMS 2J engine
management

88 kW (118 bho) @

500 rpm
107 kW (143 bhp) @

74 pm
165 Nm (122 IbER) @

3,000 rpm
174 Nm (128 1bE) @
4,500 rpm

5 speed manual fransaxie.
Bevel gear differential

mph{lknvh)/1000 rpm
55 (8.9)
95 (153)
134 (215)
169 (27.2)
229 (368)




LOTUS ELISE WARRANTY
The new vehicle warranty on the Lotus Elise includes. a 12

prior
ranty Transfer’ centificate in the Owner's Handbook being com-
pleted and returned 1o Lotus.

commencement,
Iwmmluhﬂuw—w
mﬂ-‘dw:ﬂmdbmmm]wnmm

i retuned, without
«charge for parts, and it made at such dealership's place of
mmummm.

The provisions for this undertaking shall not apply to any
‘motor vehicle which has been subject 1o misuse (e.g. operat-
iing beyond the specified gross vehicle weight), negligence or
‘accident, or which shall have been repaired or altered in any
‘way 50 as to afect adversely its performance and/or reliability,

ration of soft trim and appearance items due to wear and expo-

sure.
If any dispute or difference shall arise conceming this un-




dertaking, or any defect in the motor vehicle, it shall be referred
to a single arbitrator to be agreed between the parties.

BIGH T
Subject o the terms, conditions and exclusions set out

Lotus' liability hereunder is. limiled to repairing ar replacing
at its option, at no cost to the owner, any parts, which, in its
opinion are defective, pmmdhlwd\mnrmp&
is undertaken by an authorised Lolus dealer

This warranty does not apply
1. To any motor vehicle which has been subjected o misuse

or neglect. o
. To any part of the chassis which has suffered accidental
damage; or
Where corrosion results from damage to the protective sur-
face caused by extraneous factors including but not limited
to accident damage, atmaspheric pollution of the applica-
tion of comosive materials; or y
4. Where cormosion resuits from heating, weiding or bending.
of the chassis in contravention of Lotus approved practice. |

Nn\hmdlﬂarrmlmm

w o~

and manufacture
1o ensure that each new mator vehicle produced conforms to a.
‘high manufacturing standard. Such is the compiex nature of a
modern molor vehicle that every recognises the
n—dmmwdmn-mnhmwmenh—

Inmmdmwm necessary, own-
i Lotus

er's conlinuing interest in its customer's satisfaction. Should
this be lmpflﬂkd however, then all authorised Lotus
dealerships undertake to perform warranty repairs with the
minimum of

delay
The unexpired part of the warranty is transferable 10 subse-




quent owners without reference to Lotus. The full benefits of
the warranty are obtainable through any authorised Lotus deal-
arship, but the ‘CHANGE OF OWNERWARRANTY TRANSFER'
form (in the Owner & Maintenance Record section of the hand-

smooth and swift administration of the new vehicle

Warranty Application
Depending on operating conditions and the owner's driv-

ing habits, additional wear and tear ol components may lake
mnnm#wumwmmuy
are considered to be the owner's responsibility.

Glass Di glass or dam-
mhmmmmmmnmmamu

ant and can also be damaged by abrasion and Impl:t
Amongst the more common causes of paint detriment not cov-
-dhy\nrmww

Atmospheric contamination; Dust, sool, ash, and acidic or




18{Rep S0 B Aq peusoped § Ao Ausaem
safiseyo inoqe] "

& ‘ous Busing paanbas aq Aew sped
40 ejeid Lo UAND BYI |0 [EMBUSI ‘SESURISWINIID BWOS
W enbuyda) Jeaup pue abiwsn j0 8dA Bul YOG uo uepued
9P SPIEA Of SPIEA WOy Aguiopisuco seuRa sBuns aeiq
PuR NP S jo Bie swew oy ‘sBujur) exRIg PUE YAND

NS Uy Ai@sop 00} MO} 10U 07 “SRuRd [FUCH) BiqEIeU
A o) punose Ageroedse ‘s jured u ynses pue ‘ed
“AWlj POSRI0] QIBAS 0} APOq By 100igNS URD SHORUNS PRI
Jood woi) dn umosg sBuddi eyuriD ‘ebewwp oedus
Wop Bupsem Auip v jo esn
o1 Aq 10 180D J0 puEs Mo AQ pasned eq Aey ‘osesy -
“SOUSIUY DY LIRS LD UOIYM PIOR DUUT) LIRIUOD ‘SarBa -
oul U3 AEonuoyD ued
sBuddoip pig ‘euyewe Jo Jpe Ayl ‘sBuddap prg
Jured o) 0F Seseype ey sewkiod e
“MOSUIBIEM © Wi0| UBD SS0Y | ‘SPINY 159SUI pUR des Bau
WEd YOURD ATEORUOLD UED S 1080I0N SUIRTE




	cover1.jpg
	cover2.jpg
	cover3.jpg
	01 page.jpg
	02 page.jpg
	03 page.jpg
	04 page.jpg
	05 page.jpg
	06 page.jpg
	07 page.jpg
	08 page.jpg
	09 page.jpg
	10 page.jpg
	11 page.jpg
	12 page.jpg
	13 page.jpg
	14 page.jpg
	15 page.jpg
	16 page.jpg
	17 page.jpg
	18 page.jpg
	19 page.jpg
	20 page.jpg
	21 page.jpg
	22 page.jpg
	23 page.jpg
	24 page.jpg
	25 page.jpg
	26 page.jpg
	27 page.jpg
	28 page.jpg
	29 page.jpg
	30 page.jpg
	31 page.jpg
	32 page.jpg
	33 page.jpg
	34 page.jpg
	35 page.jpg
	36 page.jpg
	37 page.jpg
	38 page.jpg
	39 page.jpg
	40 page.jpg
	41 page.jpg
	42 page.jpg
	43 page.jpg
	44 page.jpg
	45 page.jpg
	46 page.jpg
	47 page.jpg
	48 page.jpg
	49 page.jpg
	50 page.jpg
	51 page.jpg
	52 page.jpg
	53 page.jpg
	54 page.jpg
	55 page.jpg
	56 page.jpg
	57 page.jpg
	58 page.jpg
	59 page.jpg
	60 page.jpg
	61 page.jpg
	62 page.jpg
	63 page.jpg
	64 page.jpg
	65 page.jpg
	66 page.jpg
	67 page.jpg
	68 page.jpg
	69 page.jpg
	70 page.jpg
	71 page.jpg
	72 page.jpg
	73 page.jpg
	74 page.jpg
	75 page.jpg
	76 page.jpg
	77 page.jpg
	78 page.jpg
	79 page.jpg
	80 page.jpg
	81 page.jpg
	82 page.jpg
	83 page.jpg
	84 page.jpg
	85 page.jpg
	86 page.jpg
	87 page.jpg
	88 page.jpg
	89 page.jpg
	90 page.jpg
	91 page.jpg
	92 page.jpg
	93 page.jpg
	94 page.jpg

